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' In the sumner and fall of 1941, the Bureau of Medicine and Surgery had 

under consideration the acquisition of certain hotel properties for use as hofr- 
pitals. On 7 October 1941, Mr. Leo Stack, representing the Bureau, and Pear 
Adairal D.C. Gather, MC, U.S.N., Inspector Medical Departaent ActiTities, 

Pacific Coast, inspected the Norconian Hotel, Norco, California, accompanied by 
the owner, Mr. Pex B. Clark and his attorney, Mr. Loyal C, Kelly of Birerside, 
California. 

Admiral Gather's report to the Surgeon General described the hotel as 
consistii^ of two wings, three and a half stories high, of* reinforced concrete 
construction with concrete hollow brick filler and stucco outside. Bie hotel 
contained 125 bedrooms, each with bathroom, tub and shower. The bedrooms varied 
in size from single rooms to those large enough to hold four beds. 

Extensive hydrotherapy installations made use of hot and cold sulphur 
water from local wells, and two large outdoor swimming pools and a small lake 
afforded additional facilities for therapy and recreation. The hotel property 
also included a golf course and sev( ral service buildings. 

The Norconian Hotel property, consisting of 694*555 acres, located about 
4 miles from the town of Corona (population 8,765), 125 miles from San Diego, 
and about 35 miles from Los Angeles and Long Beach, at a height of 700 feet 
a’ ove sea-level, overlooking the Santa Ana Fiver valley, with its concrete 
bulldlnga waa considered by Admiral Gather to be an ideal installation for use 
as a naval hospital. Following further inspections of the property, the 
Secretary of the Navy authorized its purchase and on 15 December 1941, the Navy 
took possession of the pzx>perty. 

On 6 January 1942, the Secretary of the Navy designated the former 

Norconian Hotel as the O.S. Naval Hospital, Norco, California, effective as 
of 16 lecenber 1941. Captain H.L. Jensen, MC, D.S.N., was the first Medical 
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Officer in Command. 

Mr. Clattd Beelman of Los ingel®»> architect of the Long Beech Naval Hos- 
pital, was retained as tile architect for the conversion of the Norconlan Hotel 
to a hospital. The Coanandpnt, Eleventh Naval District appointed a board to 
" survey the hotel buildings for the purpoee of planning the changes required to 
adapt the hotel to a hospital, and the sum of |350»000 was allotted for the 
project. Work began in FebtTiary 1942 and was completed in October 1942. This 
conversion of the hotel building raised Its bed capacity to 268 end provided 
surgical operating facilities, administrative offices and other clinical facili- 
ties. 

On 4 February 1942, the Secretary of the Navy changed the nEma of the 
hospital to the tl.S. Naval Hospital, FoTOna, California. 

Staffing and organising the hospital took several weeks and on 13 February 
1942, the hospital had two patients, one officer azid one enlisted nan. On 
Febi-uary 20th, twenty-four patients arrived by transfer from the Naval Hospital, 
Mare Island, following which the Inflow of patients gradually increased until 
a peak census of 3,664 was readied. 

Expansion of the hospital to 1,000 beds was autiioilsed by the Secretary 
of the Navy on 7 April 1943, the 3ua of il, 500,000 being allotxed from the 1943 
Naval Appropi'iation Act fimds. The principal structures of thie expansion con- 
sisted of three 5-story concrete ’sard buildings connected with the original 
hotel building, Nui-ses’ Quai-ters and Hospital Corpsaen's ,'uarters of stucco, 
a 500,000 gallon concrete water tank end liaprovements to the sewer systea. 

The flna of Atkinson and Pollock, of Sacranento, California, were the 
contractors. loik begain In May 1943 and the first of the new ward buildings 

was opened with appaopriate cerarionies on 15 April 1743» This expansion was 
finished ’n June 1943 and the group of buildings became known as Unit I. 
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It hud Ik enp*fnlty if l,P6l bsdi. 

Unit II, the Tub?rciilo.-jl3 iionpitai, was built in the southeastem por- 
tion of +he rerervation, in two increnents. The first 250-heds were started in 

I 

Swptenher 19^2 arid eonplsted In July 1943 and the reneinder of the 500 beds were 
started in June 1^44 and completed In Februf-iy 1945« The building's of Unit II 
are of wood and etueeo connbructlon and are all one-etory structures. 

The fifteen baildlnf;8 housing patients are arranged oP either side of 
a long corridor on a gently sloping hillside with an adninistration building 
subsistence building and other accessory buildings centrally located. This 
unit is nelf-eontalned and the Nary's ciost B»dem facility for the troC-tnent 
of tuberculosis. 

Unit III, located in the northwestern comer of the reaerratlon, oonslsts 
of over 40 ore-story tanporary wooden buildings of the*^dulok" type of eonatruo- 
tlon. There are 32 pavilion type ward buildings arr%nged on either 4de of a 
long corridor connecting with a centrally located subsistence building. This 
unit, with ita own sdnlnlstx’stlon building anc accessoiy service buildings wag 
used as the hheuastlc Fever iiospital during the war, Put is now closed. It has 
a capacity of 1,000 beds. Construction of Unit III was started In May 1943 
and was conpleted in Decenber 1943 altriough the unit w«s ooened for patlmts on 
16 November l*^+/3. 

The Amy's Spadra General hospital, located about 22 miles northwest of 
the Corona Naval Hospital, wi-a taken over by Captain Jensen on 14 June 1944. 

This hospital consisted of the buildings of the fomer state narcotic hospital 
plus 34 ward buildings of very lllnsy temporary construction, fpadra Anne* had 
a bed capacity of fi83« It ^ss used as a convalescent hospital until Its dla- 
e on 'JO June i94o» 
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The reservation of the Corona Naval Hospital contains living accomraoda- 
tions for 7 raarried officers, 34 bachelor officers, 110 nurses, 405 enlisted aen, 
5 Marine Guards and 8 civilian eaployees. 

The bed capacity of the Corona Naval Hospital is 2,246 on 8-foot centers 
with 1,206 in perraarent construction. The estimated Miergency bed capacity is 
3,533« Hospital beds are assigned to specific services as followsi Contagious - 
20| EEMT - 20| Medical - 415j Surgical - 273| Tu^ierculosis - 557, and Urological • 

I 

35. 

Taking the date of 31 0cto<^er 1947 as a reference point for data on pa- 
tients and hospital staff personnel, there were 530 patients of the following 
categoriesi 257 Navy and Marine Corps, 217 veterans, and 56 retired persons. Of 
these patients, 200 were being treated for tuberculosis. The hospital was 
.staffed by 27 doctors, 47 nurses, 10 officers of the Medical Service Corps, 203 
enlisted aen and 311 civilian employees. 

The plant account of the hospital lists the following values and costal 
Land - fl,295,354| Buildings and Improvements - #9,050,130| Equlpaent - 
♦l ,503,942 and Material Inventory - fl92,405. The annual maintenance and oper- 
ating cost of the hospital is listed at t2, 070, 941. 00. 



